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Children’s healthy growth and development as supported
by early childhood education curriculum in Sweden
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Abstract

Through an analysis of the Swedish early-childhood education (ECE)
curriculum and a comparison with the Japanese curriculum, we clarified
the commonalities and differences between the Swedish and Japanese
approaches and obtained useful knowledge for preschools facing issues of
globalization. Swedish ECE’s basic principles are understanding demo-
cratic values and respecting independence and diversity. Those princi-
ples are realized through holistic, daily practices in each preschool. Com-
monalities between Swedish and Japanese ECE approaches include the
nurture of non-cognitive skills that are required to gain study skills (cog-
nitive skills) after entering primary school. A significant difference be-
tween Swedish and Japanese ECE is as follows. In Sweden, children are
not treated in a “childish” way. Children are expected to sound and inde-
pendent Swedish nation. Compared to Swedish ECE, Japanese ECE is
emotional. It develops Japanese children’s kindness and consideration for
others’ feelings. However, Japanese children fail to nurture the ability to
state their opinion and discuss it with others theoretically and objective-
ly.
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1) Sverige Utbildningsdepartementet Laroplan for forskolan (Lpf98) Fritzrs, 2019



I

SCEEREE . REREHE G, 19p, 2017

REGEE . REFTIRE RS, 61p, 2017.

IR 772 & &b B#EE IREE, 28p, 2014.

L=t 7, GEENCB) ST b OWEE, A/ F 27 A BT - MR - MrRAET (2013)
(47 F=2r 74 LR= A= FI1LEEENCBT 2T &b OFMRE—HERL OB FERIRER]
KEBHEA BARLZ= 2 714 ()

OECD, Skills for social progress: The power of social and emotional skills, 2015.

Heckman J.J., Skill formation and the economics of investing in disadvantaged children, Science,

30; 312 (5782) : 1900-1902, 2006.





